Holiday Greetings 
from Commissioner 


Frank d.- Wilson 


Dear Fellow Employees: 

“The holiday season 1s a time 
when we should reflect on the 
year and the people who made it 
meaningful for us. ‘We who 
work together in the Depart- 
ment every day share so many 
hours together that we are 
almost like family. ST want to 
thank you all, members of our 
extended family, for making this 
a special place to work. Your 
dedication and contributions are 


sources of pride to both me and 


Governor Whitman. 


I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you and 


| your family a happy and safe 
holiday and ‘New Year. 
“Best regards, 


Ff} he. 


Frank J Wilson 


For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson congratulates the Departmental Employees of the Year: 


Patricia Calhoun, Louise McBride, Robert D. Kitchell, Veronica Dahlhaus, Wilson, Meg 
Frampton, Timothy Carty and Rod Roberson. Missing from photo are Wayne Morris, 


Herbert Secker and Kathy Diringer. 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson recog- 
nized ten Department employees for their 
exemplary performance on the job during 
1993 which earned them the designation of 
“Departmental Employee of the Year” as 
well as other meritorious employees during 
a special ceremony on December 2. 

The top employees for 1993 are 
Veronica Dahlhaus, Herbert Secker, 
Wayne Morris, Design and Right of Way; 
Louise McBride, Finance and Administra- 
tion; Meg Frampton, Planning; Robert D. 
Kitchell, Regional Operations, Region 1; 
F. Rodney Roberson, Regional Opera- 
tions, Region 2; Kathleen Diringer, 
Regional Operations, Region 3; Patricia 
Calhoun, Regional Operations, Region 4 
and Timothy Carty, Regional Operations, 
Region 5 

Members of the NASTO ’93 conference 


congratulate him after the ceremony. 


Commissioner Wilson presents Heroism 
Commendations to Region III's Desmond 
Norman and Brian Britton. Dan Wolfe, 
Executive Director, holds the certificate for 
David Johnson, who was absent. 


committee were also honored. They are 
Samirah Abdul-Fattah, Ron Bersch, Keith 
Daniels, Norm Deitch, John Dourgarian, 
Eileen Fitzpatrick, Meg Frampton, Jim 
Inverso, Pat Keating, Dennis Keck, Dottie 
Kish, Ed Klarman, Joe O’Brien, Harold 
Neil, Doreen Plummer, Phil Rubin, Peggy 
Seydow, Camille Sinclair, Jim Snyder, Pat 
Snyder, Don Steele (NJ Transit) and Steve 
Toth. 

The Correspondence Style Guide team 
was singled out for its work in developing 
the Department formats for memoranda, 
letters and faxes. They are Rosemary 
Aversano, Betty DeMarco, Monica 
Downs, Ann Fratticcioli, Gail Gurba, 
Carol Hawkins, Dottie Kish, Marie 
Malloy, Gwen Mitchell, Sue Rizzo, Hazel 
Rockhill, Susan Rubinetti, Kathy Schuld, 


(Continued on page 2) 


Governor Christine Todd Whitman 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
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Governor Christine Todd Whitman 
declared New Jersey ready for winter at 
ceremonies held last week in the West 
Trenton Yard. 

Whitman, flanked by Commissioner 
Frank J. Wilson and State Police Superin- 
tendent Col. Carl Williams, outlined 
programs designed to ensure that New 
Jersey’s highway and emergency manage- 
ment networks are ready for the worst 
weather winter can offer. 

Speaking in front of a Department 
“domar” filled with 1,400 tons of rock 
salt, the governor outlined new or im- 
proved programs including: 

¢ Unprecedented cooperation between 
the NJDOT, NJ Transit, New Jersey 
Turnpike Authority, New Jersey Highway 
Authority (Parkway), South Jersey 
Transportation Authority (Atlantic City 
Expressway), the State Police and the 
National Guard in sharing snow resources. 

¢ A revised “zero-risk” policy of 
activating all or part of the state’s snow- 
fighting force based on even the chance of 
snow. 

¢ A 50 percent increase in salt storage 
capacity through the construction of new 
storage buildings. 

¢ A greatly expanded pool of 700 
volunteer plow operators drawn from the 
NJDOT and other state agencies. 

“We are ready,” Whitman said, noting 
what she called “unprecedented” planning 
and cooperation between the state’s snow- 
fighting agencies. 

“In winter, we all have one common 
enemy — snow. This winter, the plans and 


Employees honored 


Judy Semler and Linda Zajac. 

The Transportation Enhancement 
Brochure team produced a new publica- 
tion, the first of its kind in New Jersey 
which was written, designed, printed and 
mailed in just over one month. The team 
included Camille Sinclair, Gerry Guarnieri 
and Frank Bridgewater, Office of Commu- 
nications; Helene Rubin, Authority 
Coordination and Local Planning; Andy 
Tobias, Records and Services. 

Glen R. Gibbs, Edward G. Kaus and 
Michael Scardilli received Community 
Service awards. 

The following people received Com- 
mendations: 


procedures are in place so that, if any state 
agency needs help from another, all they 
have to do is ask,” Whitman said. 

Wilson noted that he convened a “Snow 
Summit” last month at the NJDOT’s 
headquarters in West Trenton that 
included officials from the Turnpike, 
Highway and South Jersey Transportation 
authorities and the State Police. 

In a storm, the Commissioner explained, 
representatives of each agency will be 
stationed at the NJDOT’s recently 
expanded Emergency Operations Center, 
or “snow room.” The center is open any 
time snow is forecast and crews are 
preparing for road-clearing operations. 
The center is the focal point for coordinat- 
ing snow-clearing operations. 

“Our main focus from now until spring 
is keeping the state’s 10,700 lane-miles of 
highways open,” Wilson said. 

Wilson said that as a result of a new 
policy, snow-removal crews will be called 
out for duty whenever forecasters predict 
even a Slight chance of snowfall. Previ- 
ously, the Department’s statewide snow 
supervisors were instructed to wait until 
snow or ice accumulation was imminent 
before actually sending crews into the 
field. 

“This winter, if there is any doubt, 
plows and salt spreaders will be in the 
field before it snows,” Wilson said. 

“We call it, “When in doubt, call them 
out.’ Even if the chances of snow are 
predicted as slight, we will mobilize a 
small fleet of trucks, load them with salt 
and deploy them,” Wilson said. 


(from page one) 


¢ Joseph Noto Jr,. who helped another 
NJDOTer who was involved in an 
automobile accident to get prompt medical 
treatment received a Commendation. 

¢ John A. Howell III, who called 911 
then assisted fellow crew members who 
were shocked and confused following an 
accident on I-78 that took the death of 
another employee. 

¢ Brian Britton, Desmond Norman and 
David Johnson, who helped to save the 
life of an accident victim. 

e Mark Bayous and Robert Jankowicz, 
who assisted police in apprehending an 
attacker and helped the victim to medical 
attention. 


‘We are ready for winter,’ 
Governor Whitman declares 


“Our standard is zero-risk when it 
comes to snow. This is a prudent but 
effective way to make sure we don’t get 
caught short,” he said. 

He said that NJDOT alone has budgeted 
$10.3 million for snow removal this 
winter. Road-clearing resources include 
700 NJDOT maintenance workers, the 700 
volunteers and more than 200 private 
contractors. 

Wilson also explained that the 
Department’s volunteer plow operator 
program has been expanded this year with 
the recruitment of volunteers from 
throughout state government. This winter, 
nearly 1,600 state workers volunteered, of 
which about 700 will be trained. 

All the volunteers are being trained for a 
Commercial Drivers License (CDL) which 
truck operators must possess. Addition- 
ally, the volunteers will be schooled in the 
proper and safe operation of snowplows 
and salt-spreading equipment. The 
volunteers are paid by the hour when they 
are in service. 

The Department also has retained 
private contractors to assist in snow 
plowing and salt spreading. 

NJDOT has increased the amount of salt 
it stores by 50 percent, to 130,000 tons 
compared to 80,000 tons last winter. Ten 
new domars, as the dome-shaped salt- 
storage buildings are called, are under 
construction. 

“We are not going to run out of salt— 
either for ourselves or for the towns and 
counties that rely on us to back up their 
supplies,” Wilson said. 


Governor Christine T. Whitman 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
Director Alyn Ackermann 
The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Main 
Office Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
2121. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department’s Print Shop. 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 
Gerald Guarnieri, Page Editor; 
Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; John 
Dourgarian, Bob McHugh, Jeff Lamm and 
Deb Pogorzelski, Contributors; Kathleen 
Callahan, Debbie Wilson and Judi Tessein, 
Support Staff. 
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New families 


Karl Sottung, Region I Construction, 
and his bride, Lisa, returned recently from 
a four-week honeymoon in Australia. 


Scott Deeck, Principal Engineer and his 
wife, Cyrena, are the proud parents of an 8 
lb., 12 oz. daughter, Kristen Elizabeth, 
who was born on October 31. 


Back-to-work 


Patrick G. Moreno, Crew Supervisor 
in the Metuchen Maintenance Yard, would 
like to thank his co-workers in Regions 2 
& 3 for their gifts and well-wishes during 
his protracted hospital stay. Moreno was 
severely burned over 27 percent of his 
body while in a yard accident. Although 
back to work, he still faces plastic surgery. 


Blue Ribbon 


Susan Weber, Principal Planner 
Bureau of Statewide Planning. 

Thank you for your enlightening 
presentation. As I looked around the 
room, I could see that my colleagues on 
the Highway Committee were attuned to 
every word. 

Marlene J. McVeigh, Clerk 

Township of Maple Shade 


Obituaries 


Merritt J. Warwick, 68, died October 
27. The 23 year NJDOT veteran began his 
career in the Right of Way division and 
later transfered to Training where he was a 
Principal Training Technician at the time 
of his retirement in July 1988. He is 
survived by his wife, Retta, and two sons 
and one grandson. 


Elwood Hargrave, 65, died October 
29. He was a Maintenance Worker I in 
Region III between September 1978 and 
November 1983. He is survived by his 
wife, Zelma, and a step-daughter. 


George W. Phifer, 80, died recently. 
In 1976, he retired as a Foreman High- 
way Maintenance, in Region IV after 40 
years of service. He is survived by his 
wife, Thelma, two sons and a daughter, 
six grandchildren and 15 great-grandchil- 
dren. 


Stephen G. Link, 83, died on Novem- 
ber 9. The 45-year Department veteran 
was a graduate of the Newark College of 
Engineering. He was Assistant to the 
Director of Planning and Research when 
he retired in 1976. After retirement he 
became a realtor. He is survived by a son, 
a daughter and four grandchildren. 


Weed receives 
TRB award 


Richard Weed, Supervising Statistical 
Engineer in the Bureau of Research, won 
the Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) 
1994 K.B. Woods Award for Best Paper in 
Design and Construction. Presented at the 
Annual TRB meeting last January, his 
paper describes concepts related to the 
Department’s construction specifications 
and acceptance procedures. 

“T feel this is a 
recognition of what the 
Department has done 
over the past 20 years,” 
says Weed. “People 
like Ken Afferton and 
Jack Freidenrich 
(former Assistant 
Commissioner and State 
Engineer) provided the 
inspiration and support. 
The technology was there all along just 
waiting to be developed.” 

The award represents the second time the 
Department has been recognized for quality 
assurance by TRB. Weed, along with Ric 
Barros, Principal Engineer in the Bureau of 
Materials and Jack Willenbrook, Civil 
Engineering Professor at Penn State 
University, received a previous K.B. 
Woods Award. 

According to Weed, the Department will 
not rest on its laurels. ““We’re continuing to 
look at the entire quality assurance process 
to see if we are doing the right amount of 
right things,” he said. 

The award will be presented to Weed at 
the next annual TRB meeting in January in 
Washington, D.C. 


Region | honors 
25-year veterans 


LEFT. James M. Pittman, Executive 
Director Region I, and Angelo Amendola, 
Area Supervisor presented 25-year service 
awards to Peter Simon, Jack Tittle, Tom 
Beiser, John Hoover, John Wyker and Tom 
Parisi. William Killmurray, Regional 
Maintenance Supervisor, looks on. 
BELOW. Joseph T. Sacco, Supervising 
Engineer, presents Alan Cohen, Project 
Engineer with his 30 year service award. 


Weed 


Two WWII veterans mark a golden anniversary 


To many people, films about World 
War II such as A Bridge Too Far, are 
merely lessons in history. But to Al 
Prant, Asst. Engineer, Electrical Bureau 
and Art Bittner, a retired Maintenance 
Foreman in Region 4, WWII was a part 
of their lives, an experience as fresh in 
memory as yesterday and one that robbed 
them of both their youth and many 
comrades. 

This month marks the 50th anniversary 
of the Battle of the Bulge, the final 
offensive, the last gasp of the Third 
Reich. Although these two NJDOTers 
have never met, they each played a part 
in halting the Nazi advance. 

To the 18-year-old Prant, it was his 
initiation in combat. The young recruit 
was sent in as areplacement. “It was a 
grueling battle fought in about two feet of 
snow,” he said. “Because of the snow, 
corpses lay undetected for weeks.” 

After the “Bulge,” Prant along with the 
99th Division was the first to cross the 
Remagen Bridge over the Rhine River. 
As the movie documents, fall of the 


bridge sealed the fate of the 
German army. Prant keeps 
a paperweight containing a 
piece of the bridge as a 
souvenir. A Bronze Star 
and other decorations give 
testimony to his contribu- 
tion. 

Arthur Bittner was in the 
war from the outset, he 
survived the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, where he was serv- 
ing with the Army Engi- 
neers. Later he volunteered 
for duty with the paratroops 
and saw action throughout 
the European theater of operations. 

As a member of the elite Screaming 
Eagles,” he participated in the Normandy 
Invasion and was among the first to jump 
into Holland, truly a jump into history. A 
photograph was taken of Bittner at the 
landing site being greeted by two Dutch 
children. It was this picture that the 
Dutch government recently used on a 
stamp commemorating the anniversary. 
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Art Bittner reviews his division's newalsliee as Hee reminisces 
about his war experiences. At right is the Dutch stamp 
showing him stepping off of the drop zone in Holland. 


“The Battle of the Bulge was the worst,” 
he said. “Blood all over.” 

Two weeks before the war's end, Bittner 
was hit by machine gun fire in his hip and 
leg. He underwent 17 operations and 
spent over two years in the hospital 
recovering from his wounds. 

Bittner is confined to his bed these 
days, his 80 plus years have taken their 
toll, but the memories still come flooding 
back. Memories of friends who did not 
return. 

“T don’t consider myself a hero,” he 
said. “The real heroes are the boys lying 
row upon row under simple white 
gravestones.” His collection of medals, 
speak volumes for him. 


Al Prant as a young recruit in 1944 and at 
his desk today. He holds a paperweight 
containing a chunk of rock from the 
Remagen Bridge. 
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